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The Menard County Public Building Study Group (PBSG), an advisory board appointed by the Menard County 

Board of Commissioners, met on Wednesday, February 4, 2026, at the Menard County Courthouse, 102 South 

Seventh Street, Petersburg. PBSG Members Dan Ortgessen and Steve Ozella were in attendance.  

Commissioners Ed Whitcomb and Rich Brauer were present.  Menard County Sheriff Mark Oller and Menard 

County Coordinator Dara Worthington were also in attendance.  PBSG Member Joe Hemberger was absent. 

PBSG Chair Ozella called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 

PBSG Member Ortgessen made a motion to approve minutes from November 5, 2025.  Commissioner Whitcomb 

seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

There were no citizens for public comment. 

Updates on the projects within the Menard County reviewed with the members as follows: 

 

Courthouse – 

 

Sheriff Oller provided an update on the window replacement project.  It was noted that the east and west 

exteriors of the doors would be painted with warmer weather.  A brief discussion was held on the possibility of 

lawn repair/landscaping from the lifts in the yard.  Commissioner Brauer inquired about contacting 

Representative Wayne Rosenthal regarding possible grants for remodeling the courtroom.  There was lengthy 

discussion on Phase 2 of the truss project with Johnco Foreman Curtis Sample.  Foreman Sample provided an 

onsite visit to the project and an explanation of the work to be completed. 

 

Annex – 

 

Sheriff Oller gave an update on the status of the final work to be completed at the annex. PBSG Ortgessen 

provided notes on issues yet to be handled.   

 

DCEO Grant – 

 

County Coordinator Worthington reported that the proposed revision to the remaining DCEO grant had been 

approved allowing for the final expenditures to be made for the windows prior to closing out that grant. 

 

Sunny Acres Nursing Home – 

 

County Coordinator Worthington updated the members on the freezer project, painting and flooring.  Removal 

of the exterior planters and painting of the block were discussed as spring projects. 

 

Members were informed of wind damage that occurred at the impound shed.  Sheriff Oller shared ideas on how 

to proceed with evidence storage, impound, and Animal Control usage. Discussion ensued regarding a possible 

grant for animal adoption.  

 



Having no further discussion, PBSG Member Ortgessen made a motion to adjourn the meeting and 

Commissioner Whitcomb seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:44 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dara Worthington 


